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THE PREACHER. 
Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” 


A SERMION. 
BY THOMAS WHITTEMORE, ON LUKE Xvi. 19-31. 
PARABLE, 
OF THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

It is a command of our Lord and Saviour that 
we “search the Scriptures,” and of the Apostle 
Paul, that we “ prove all things ; hold fast that 
which is good.” ‘Therefore, notwithstanding 
many learned and good men have advecated the 
doctrine of endless misery, and adduced the 
text as proof of it, we cannot receive it because 
they have believed it, nor our text as proof of 
it, benand it has been used as such. We re- 
ceive no doctrine until we are convinced of its 
truth by evidence. Whenever our views of 
Christianity agree with those of our brethren of 
other denominations, we feel no small degree of 
pleasure in making it known; but we feel it 
our imperious duty openly to avow our differ- 
ence from them, when their views seem to us 
to disagree with the pleinest passages of scrip- 
ture, and the simplest dictates of reason. 

That part of the scriptures whieh we have se- 
lected as our text, is said by many to be, not a 
parable, but a literal relation of facts. It is ea- 
sy to see why they contend that this is not a 
parable. If it is a parable, the proof it is sup- 
posed to contain of the doctrine of misery in a 
future state, is greatly impaired. Those things 
which Jesus used as figures of the reality, have 
been taken for the reality itself. A parable is 
not unlike a similitude ; it is “a relation under 
which something else is figured.” Our Sa- 
viour often spake im parables. “He spake ma- 
ny things unto them in parables.” Matt. xiii. 
3. So common a thing was it for him to speak 
in this way, that Matthew has said, ‘‘ without 
a parable e he not unto them,” xiii. 34.— 
The most of you will recollect the beautiful 
and instructive parable of the sower, which our 
Saviour himself explained. The sower went 
forth to sow. “Some seeds fell by the way 
side, and the fowls came and devoured them up. 
Some fell upon stony pleces, where they had 
not much earth ; and forthwith they sprung up 
because they had no deepness of earth; and 








when the sun was up they were scorched ; and 


because they had no root they withered away. 
And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprung up and choaked them. But others fell 


meant to 





into good ground,” &e. Now we do not think 
that a man actually went and sowed seed in this 
way. Such an interpretation would destroy 
the idea a. The doctrine which he 
was, that the truth would be re- 

ceived in different ways by different people, and 
that it would produce different effects. See his 
eee of this parable, Matt. xiii. 1823. 
e think that the text is a parable. The evi- 
dence of this, which we shall lay before you, 
is to us irresistable. But before we introduce 
this part of our subject, we will, for a moment, 
allow the text to be a literal relation of facts; 
and we will enquire whether, allowing this, it 
will prove either of the two great doctrines ad- 
vocated by christians in general. One of these 
doctrines is believed by Calvinists, viz. that 
God elected to his favour before the world was 
created, those who will finally be saved; and 
that be reprobated to his eternal ire all the rest 
of mankind. What does the text contain in fa- 


vour of this doctrine? What do we find in it. 


about election and reprobation? Are we inform- 
ed that the rich man was reprobated to God’s 
eternal wrath? Or that God hated him? Orthat 
he loved abraham, or Levan mire tisii him ? 
Are we informed that Lazarus was elected to 
God’s peculiar favour ? I cannot see one word in 
the text in favour of the notion, either of elec- 
tion or reprobation. How then does it afford 
this doctrme any proof? How can it prove that 
concerning which it does not contain even @ref- 
erence ? az 
The other doctrine to which I alluded, is, that 
mankind will be punished and rewarded in the 
future state for the vices and virtues ef this 
world. What does the text, understanding it 
literally, contain in favour of this doctrine ? 
We read that the rich man was in torments int 
hades ; but not because he had been wicked : 
agd we read that the beggar was happy ; but not 
because he had been good. I see no evidence 
in the text, that the rich man was a very bad 
man, or that the beggar was better than he. We 
are not informed that the former obtained his 
riches improperly, or that the beggar did not be- 
come poor by his own negligence or impru- 
deace. Is it asin tobe rich? Is ita virtue to 
be poor? It has been alleged against the rich 
mati, that he refused Lazarus the crumbs which 
fell from his table. If this be a fact, why did La- 
zarus lay at his gate ? We should judge by the 
account, that some persons, compassion 
perhaps the friends of the beggar, carried him 
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to the ‘rich man’s gate and laid him there. 
Would they have done this, had they known 
him to be covetous? Of all places the rich 
man’s gate was selected as the most proper for 
the poor man to lay at. Besides, the word trais- 
lated desiring in the account, 1s sometimes ren- 
dered delighting.* And if we read that the 
beggar delighted to be fed with the crumbs, is 
not this a proof that he was not denied them ? 
How then will the text prove that men will be 

nished in the future state because they are 
sinful in this world? I repeat, I see no evidence 
that the rich man was.a bad men. The pray- 
er which he offered to Abraham is a manifesta- 
tion of a good spirit. How much betier could 
Lazarus or Abraham.have prayed, had either 
been in the rich man’s situation? The rich 
man prayed that his five brethren might be 
warned, and prevented from coming to that 
Place of torment. Abraham seems at one time 
to be accounting for the rich man’s torment: but 
he says nothing about any previous wickedness 
in him. “ Abraham said, Son, remember that 
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house: for I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto him, lest they also come into this 
place of torment.” Did he not in this lan- 
guage breathe forth a good desire? Did he not 
have a holy feeling? Abraham, when speaking 
of the great gulf, said it was fixed “so that they 
who would pass from hence to you cannot; nei- 
ther can they pass to us that would come from 
thence.”” Here two things should be notiged. 
1. There’ were some with Abraham that would 
go to the rich man; but could not. And, 2. 
There were some with the rich man who would 
go to Abraham; but could not. It appears 
trom this,that there were some_in hel! who had 
a desire for the company of the blessed, and 
would have gone to them, had it been in their 
power. And we learn, furthermore, that hell 
cannot be so dreadfully hot a place as it has 
been represented to be. For if this were so, 
the rich man we should think would have call- 
ed for more water than Lazarus could have car- 
ried on the tip of his finger. And suppose the 
common idea of a devil be correct, how would 








thou in thy life time receivedst thy good things, | he be pleased to have so benevolent a prayer as 
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he | thet of the rich man, offered up in his dark do- 
is comforted and thou.art tormented.” He did | minions? The literal sense of the text disagrees 
not say, remember thou in thy life time wast | very much with many people’s notions of a fu- 





wicked, but Lazarus good. 

Another enquiry properly coming before us 
is, does not the literal sense of the text pointedly 
disagree with the notions of those who contend 
that it is not a parable? We often hear that 
those who go to hell never have one holy feel- 
“ing; no desire for the company of the blessed ; 
that they spend their time in blaspheming God. 
Was it so with the rich man? Do we read of 
his blaspheming God ? No}, but we read of his 
effering up a prayer, and a very good one too. 
“T pray thee therefore, father,” said he, “ that 
thou wouldst send him (Lazarus) to my father’s 





, * The word here rendered desiring is epithuman. Of 
this word Parkhurst says, that, written with an infini- 
tive following, it signifies “ fo be content, or glad, to es- 
teem it a great-matier ;” aud he adduces the instance in 
the parable before us, of its occurring in this sense. To 
which he adds, * thus Elsner on Luke xvi. 21, explains 
it, and observes not only that the LXX,have so applied 
it, Isa. lviii. 2, but that Lysias has used it in a like 


sensé, Orat. 24. Dr. Campbeil says,’“ I agree with | 


those who do not think there is any foundation, in this 
expression, for saying that he was refused the crumbs. 
When the historian says, that he was laid at the rich 
man’s gate, he means not, surely, that he was once 
there, but that he was usually so placed, which would 
not probably have happened, if he had got nothing at 
all,.The other circumstances. conenr in heightening 
the probability. Suchare,therich man’s immedini 
knowing him, his asking thai he might be made the 


instrument of the relief wanted ; and, jet me add this, | 


that though the Patriarch upbraids the rich man wi 
the carelessness and luxury in which he had lived, he 
says not a word of inhumanity ; yet, if we consider Ifa- 
zarus as havifg experienced 1 so recently, it could 
hardly, on this occasion, have failed (o be taken notice 
of. Can we suppose tat Abraham, in the charge*he 
brought against him, would have mentioned only the 
things of ledgt moment, and omitted those of the great- 
est?” Note on Luke xvi, 21. 


ay | 


| ture world. 
| Now let us turn to Abraham and those with 
| him. Itis commonly supposed that.those who 
‘ are in heaven are serenely happy, and perfect- 
| ly reconciled to the will of God. We have al- 
| ready shown that there were some in the place 
| of happiness who would go to the rich man; 
but could not.. They»were not, therefore, per- 
| fectly happy, inasmuch as they were desirous 
| of doing that which they were not permitted to 
do. Neither were they reconciled to the will 
of God? for it was the will of God that they 
should not go, and he had made the great gulf 
| to prevent them. Wishing to do what was not 
| permitted to be done, they were unhappy, and 
being unreconciled to God, they were wicked. 
| If wicked, they must have been miserable. So 
| we have one argument to prove that those who 
| were with Abraham were wicked, and two that 
| they were miserable. How will these things 
| agree with the opinions of those who contend 
that the text is a literal relation of facts? Those 
who were in heaven were unreconciled to God, 
and those who were in hell were unreconciled 
to the devil. How can the text be explained 
literally by our opposers, and they maintain al- 
| so, their present notions? 
But it may be said, those in heaven were be- 
| nevolent, sympathetick, and were urged by good 
| motives to endeavour to relieve the distressed. 
| But ¥ ask, how could they be ignorant of God’s 
determination to punish the wicked eternally ¢ 
And will it be said, they were better than God ? 
Was not he as good, sympathetick and benevo- 
lent as they ? Let those who interpret the text 
literally consider these things. Let them tell 
us why those in heaven wished to go down te 
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hell. Was it to abide there? Was it to relieve 
some friend, some relation ? Would some parent 
comfort his child? Some child, its parent? 
Some brother, a sister? Some husband, a wife ? 
No, answer the orthodox, the saints say Amen, 
alleluia, when they see the smoke of the wick- 
ed’s torment ascend. How will those who do 
not allow that the text is a parable, surmount 
these difficulties ? 

Now allowing the text to be a literal relation, 
what will it prove? It will not prove the doc- 
trine of election and reprobation ; it will not prove 
that men are to be punished or rewarded in the | 
next life for their conduct in this; but it will 
prove that there was a man tormented in hades, 
who was a good man in some respects, and for | 
aught we know, as good as any body else ; it 
will prove that those who are in heaven are | 
both wicked and miserable, that they wish to | 
leave the place and go to hell; and it will 
prove that some notions which orthodox people 
have entertained for years, are totally errone- | 
ous. Those who contend that it is not a parable, | 
for any thing I see, must allow all these things. 

But the hearer will say, that the text, un- 
derstood literally, proves that men will be pun- 
ished after death. I answer, if we interpret it 
literally, and suppose the death of the rich man | 
to mean the departure of life from his animal 
frame, then it will teach that one man was tor- 
mented in another state of being ; but whether 
it should be for one year, one day or hour, we 
could not tell. Que thing is certain, it would 
not then prove the doctrine of endless torment, 
beeause the place, the hell in which the rich 
man was tormented is to be destroyed, according 
to the testimony of Hosea, “ O hades, I will be | 
thy destruction,” (Hos. xiii. 14.) and of John, ; 
“ And death and hades were cast intu the lake of | 
fire,” (Rev. xx. 14.) and of Paul, “ O hades } 
where is thy victory; (1 Cor. xv. 55.) But if I | 
may have the liberty ef interpreting parables » 
literally, I will engage to prove you almost any 
thing. There is no intelligent christian who | 
does not know that those things which Jesus | 
used as figures of the reality, should not be con- | 
sidered the reality itself. 

Therg is sufficient evidence, both internal and | 
externaly to prove that the text is a parable.— | 
We will briefly examine the internal first. It | 
is stated in the text that the beggar was carried | 
by angels into Abraham’s bosom. Now I ask, | 
can any one suppose that celestial beings actu- | 
ally, really carried a poor beggar and put him | 
into the bosom of the patriarch Abraham ? No; 
you say, this is a representation of heaven.— 
Now you have interpreted the text as a parable 
yourselves. And permit me to remark, that I | 
have all the right to interpret the whole text | 
parabolically that you have to interpret any | 
parc of it so. You will see that these peo- | 
ple are represented as having bodily organs and | 
powers with them. The rich man had eyes 
and a tongue, and Lazarus fingers. Can this 
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be interpreted literally ? Do disembodied spir- 
its in the world to come have eyes, and tongues, 
and fingers, and the powers of speech, of hear- 
ing and of seeing ? We do not profess to know 
much about spirits in another world, but we be- 
lieve this is not the common opinion upon the 
subject. However, it belongs to those who say 
the text is not a parable, to show how this-can 
be, to give some proof upon the subject; and te 
shew us how people in heaven and hell can 
converse with apparent ease from one place. te 
the other. 

The external evidence that the text.is a par- 
able is the connexion in which it is found. We 
should maintain a proper connexion throuchiut 
our Lofd’s discourse. I see no way todo this, 


' if we do not consider the text to be a parable. 


It is found connected with a number of para- 
bles, in Luke vx. and xvi. > 
In the beginning of the 15th chapter, we find 
a murmur which the scribes and Pharisees ex- 
pressed, because Jesus received sinners ‘an 
ate with them. In the three parables which 


, fill up the remainder of this chapter, viz. that 
of the lost sheep, lost pieces of silyer, and prod> 


igal son, Jesus vindicated that part of his con- 
duct of which they had complained. But in 
the last of these three parabies, a character was 
presented which had not appeared in either of 
the others. This was the elder brother of the 
prodigal,.who was angry because the prodigal 
was received into favour, and who very justly 
represented the scribes and Pharisees; for they 
murmured because Jesus Christ received sin- 
ners aud ate with them. These Pharisees re- 
jected the gospel ; and this is represented by 
the elder brother’s refusing to go into his fa~ 
ther’s house. In the parable of the unjust stew- 
ard with which the 16th chapter is commenced, 
the same people are admonished for not making 
such improvement of the law, as would intro- 
duce them into the christian faith and church. 
The Pharisees being provoked at this, derided 
Jesus. After briefly describing to them their 
conduct, he says, “ the law and the prophets 
were until John : since that time the kingdom 


| of God is preached, and every man presseth in- 


to it.” Jesus then spake another parable, in 
which the folly of the Jews, in rejecting the 
gospel and adhering to the law, is represented 
by the sin of Adultery. Then come the words 
of the text ; “‘ There was a certain rich man,” 
&e. What is there in all this connexion which 
would have the least tendency to lead the mind 
to such doctrine as thet which the text is used 
to support ?—It has been justly said, “ To sup- 
pose that he who spake as never man e, 
abruptly dropped the subject of the end of the 
law-dispensation, and the introduction of the 
gospel, or kingdom of heaven, and having no 
further allusion to this subject, proceeded to 
give an account of the sin of adultery, which 
account occupies but one verse, and then again 
flies directly from this subject, to give a literal 
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account about a rich man and a beggar, in this 
werld.and in an eternal state, is so unwarrant- 
able, and so derogatory to the character of the 
divine orator, that it is a matter of wonder that 
such an opinion should ever have been honour- 
ed with the consent of learned commentators.” 
—Ballou. 

Having shown, as I think, that the text is a 
parable, I shall now proceed to show you the 
true meaning of the word hades ; why our Lord 
spéke of it as a place of terment ; and why he 
nsed it figuratively, as he undoubtedly did in 
the text. Hades is the word rendered hell.* 
Its literal meaning is not a place of torment in 
another world : but the state of the dead in ge- 
neral, without regard to the goodness or bad- 
ness of persons, their happiness or misery. This 
was the meaning of the Hebrew word Sheol, 

hich the LXX have almost invariably render- 
‘ed hades. All men go down to hades at death, 
where they remain till the resurrection. It is 
said in the scripture that our Saviour’s soul 
“was in hell, hades. Not in a place of torment; 
but in the state of the dead, the grave. But it 
did not remain, for he rose from the dead. See 
Acts ii. 27. In the Improved Version, the place 


where the rich man was, is called “ the unseen’ 


state,” and in Wakefield’s translation, “ the 
grave.”” These are their definitions of hades. 
Wakefield says, in his note on this place, “ It 
must be remembered that hades no where 
means hell, gehenna, in any anthour whatso- 
ever, sacred or profane ; and also that our Lord 
is giving his hearers a parable, (Matt. xiii. 34,) 
and nota piece of real history. To them who 
regard fhe narratiéda as exhibiting a reality, it 
must stand as an unanswerable argument for 
the purgatory of the Papists. The universal 
meahing of hades is the state of death’? Whit- 
by, who was farther from being a Universalist 
than Wakefield, says, Sheol throughout the old 
testament, and Hades in the Sepiuagint, an- 
swering to it, signify not the place of punishment, 
or of the souls of bad men only, but the grave 
only, or the place of death.” He says, Hades 
is the place— Whither we are ull going.” — 
Old Jacd® went there ; Job desired, yea prayed 
to go there ; Hezekiah expected to be there, 

said “ I shall go to the gates of Hades.” 
Whitby further says, “The ancient Greeks as- 
signed. one Hades to all that died, and therefore 
say, Hades receives all mor'g men together, all 
men shall go ta hades. Dr. Campbell, a be- 
liever of the doctrine of endless misery, gives 
us the same account of fadés.~ This then is 
what we must understand the word hell to 





*There are four words rendered hell in the scrip- 
tures, viz. Sheol, Hades, Tariurus, and Gehenna.—— 
Sheol, being Hebrew, oveurs only in the Old Testa- 
ment. Of the 64 instances in which it is found, in 32 
it is rendered hell, and in the remaining 32 pit and 

rave; Hades occars 11 times,in 10 of which it is 
rendered hell, and once (1 Cor. xv. 55) grave. Tar- 
tarus occurs but once (2 Peter ii.4.) Gehenna is 
found 32 times, and is uniformly rendered hell. 





mean, when it stands for hades, a place to which 
all men go, good and bad. We must not, when 
we contemplate it, look forward beyond the re- 
surrection. All men will be raised from hades 
to incorruption and immortality. Then hades 
will be destroyed. Our word hell, in its ori- 
ginal signification, perfectly corresponded to 
the definition we have given of Hades. Now 
it does not ; with christians generally here, its 
meaning somehow has been changed: but we 
are informed, | believe by Dr. Doddridge, that 
the original sense of the word hell is pow re- 
tained im the eastern, and especially in the 
western counties of England; where to hele 
over a thing is to cover it. Hence says Dr. 
Campbell, “it (hades) ought never in the scrip- 
ture to be rendered hell, at least in the sense 
wherein that word is now universally understood 
by christians.”” He says that with the mean- 
ing of hades, “ the word hell, in its primitive 
signification, perfectly corresponded. For, at 
first, it denoted only what was secret or con- 
cealed.” The rich man, and the beggar, and 
Abraham, were all represented as being in hades 
together. We do not read in the text that one 
was in hell, but the other two in heaven. This 
differs materially, 1 know, from the common 
opinion on this subject; but I see no way to 
avoid it. The text says not one word to the 
contrary. Nay, it rather favours the idea— 
For otherwise, how could the rich man see 
Abraham and Lazarus? How could he con- 
yerse with Abraham, and how could Abraham 
hear him? 

As we have proved by the most respectable 
orthodo hority, that the literal an original 
meaning of hades is the same as the Hebrew 
sheol, signifying the state of the dead in gener- 
al, the place whither we all go, whether good 
or bad, it remains for me to shew why our 
Lord spake of it as a place of torment. Let it 
be then remembered, that when our Lord was 
upon the earth, the minds of the Jews had 
changed with regard to hades; they entertain- 
ed different views of it from those they imbibed 
by reading the old testament. They had devi- 
ated from that sense in which the sacred wri- 
ters had used it; and thought that ghosts of de- 
parted men would be punished there,* They 
did not think that all who went there would be 
unhappy ; for they supposed it was divided in- 
to different parts, for ghosts of different charac- 
ters. That they did not learn this idea from 
the old testament, is sufficiently obvious; for 
ng such idea is there. Dr. Campbell says, “ It 
is plain, that in the old testament, the most pro- 
found silence is observed in regard to thé state 
of the deceased, their joys, or sorrows, happi- 
ness or misery.”” They could not have learn- 
ed it from the new testament ; for this was not 
then written. Where then did they learn it? 
Answer, From the idolatrous, heathen nations 
around them. In support of this I shall read 
you a quotation from the learned authour jusi 
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famed. He thus writes, Dis. vi. Part 2, Sect. | 
19. “ But the opinions neither of Hebrews | 
hor of heathen, remained invariably the same. | 
And from the time of the captivity, more espe- 
cially from the time of the subjection of the | 
Jews, first to the Macedonian empire, and af- | 
terwards to the Roman ; as they had a closer 
intercourse with pagans, they insensibly imbi- 
bed many of their sentiments, particularly on 
se subjects, wherecn their law was silent, 
and wherein by consequence, they considered 
themselves as at greater freedom. On thissub- 
ject of a future state, we find a considerable 
difference in the popular opinions of the Jews 
in our Saviour’s time, from those ‘which pre- 
vailed in the days of the ancient prophets. As 
both Greeks and Romans had adopted the no- 
tion, that the ghosts of the departed were sus- 
ceptible both of enjoyment and of suffering, 
they were led to suppose a sort of retribution 
in that state, for theif merit or demerit in the 
present. The Jews did not indeed adopt the | 
pagan fables on this subject, nor did they ex- | 
press themselves entirely in the same manner ; | 
but the general train of thinking in both came 
pretty much to coincide. The Greek Hades | 
they found well adapted to express the Hebrew | 
Sheol. This they came to conceive as inclu- | 
ding different sorts of habitations for ghosts of | 
different characters.”” Here we have our ques- 
tion answered. On-whose authority did the 
Jews believe that Hades was a place of punish- 
ment? Ans. On the authority cf the heathen. 
Dr, Campbell says, “they insensibly imbibed | 
many of their sentiments, particularly on those 
Subjects whereon their law was silent, and 
wherein, by consequence, they thought them- 
Selves as at greater freedom. On this subject 
of a future state, we find a considerable differ- 
ence in the popular opinions of the Jews in our | 
Saviour’s time, from those which prevailed in the 
days of the ancient prophets.” ‘The general | 
train of thinking,” says he, “in both (i. e. 
Jews and heathen) came pretty much to coin- 
cide.” Now I seriously believe that it was to 
this opinion, that hades was divided into differ- 
ent habitations, peopled by good and bad spir- 
its, that our Lord alluded in the text. Hence, 
both Abraham and the rich man are represented 
as being in one place, divided into different 
apartments by the great gulph. The Jews 
were tenacious of these ideas; and our Lord 
used them as figures of an impottant truth — 
And the reason why he spake in parables gen- 
erally, may be rendered why he spake parg- 
Solieally in the text. He did not allude to their 
doctrine to recognize it as truth ; no, and all the 
evidence we find in the text of the truth of 
heathen notions concerning hades is, that he 
used them 4s a similitude. In the parable of 
the sower, to which we have before alluded, 
Jesus used natural things as similitudes of spir- 
inal. We do not understand the figures as 
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realities here, and we sbould not in the text.* 
What intelligent person would infer ftom read- 
ing this padable, that a man actually weat and 
sowed seed, some by the way side, some upon 
stony places, and some among thorns? Have 
we not proved that the text is a parable ?— 
Have we not shown that literally it proves a 
doctrine Which nobody believes ? I ask then, 
by what just rule of interpretation this can be 
said to prove the doctrine of a future state of 

unishment ? We have the opinion of the 
lhened that this is a parable ; we.see nothing 
to prove it is not ; and we then demand, why 
we should not adopt the same rules in exph 
ing it that we do in explaining other les ? 
Parables, we all know, are figurative . 
The truth taught is to be sought under the fig- 
ure. 

If the text be not a parable, it should be ime - 
terpreted literally throughout. But this can- 
not be done, as we think we have shown. We, 
in this way, must receive the heathen’s no- 
tion of hades; we must consider Abrahata 
and Lazarus in hell, as well as the rich man, 
and this too with their bodies, with the senses’ 
of seeing, hearing, &c. &c. Who is prepared 
to admit this ? Let it be then distinctly under-_ 
stood, that it is our opinion, Jesus used those. 
views of hades parabolically, which the Jews 
had received of the heathen. He did not use 
them to recognise them as realities, any more. 
than he did the figures and imagery of his oth- 
er parables. 
thas been justly remarked, that if Jesus 
had gant to teach that hades Reise t place of 
punishment, he would have s it ¥ 





* 


it only, aud then ina parable. And we should 
think if the Apostles had tnderstood him as 
teaching that hades was a place of punishmegt, 
they would have preached it as such, This 
they never did. ey spake of hades, but not 
as a place of punishment, or torment. Peter 
said, that Christ’s soul was there ; not in & 
place of torment, but in the state of the dead. 
These facts weigh so heavily on our minds that 
we esteem it unnecessary to say more, until 
some cne shall attempt to shew that the text is 
not a parable ;~ and to invalidate the evidence 
we have given that it is. When any man feels 
disposed to contend for heathen notions of hades, 
as a doctrine of christianity, we will then meet 
him in a paper way, and discuss the question 
concerning higher origin of Christianity. 
We will now endeavor to show what our 
Saviotr meant by the parable. But here we 
should again consult the connexion. Just be- 
fore he spake the parable, hé said, “the law 
and the prophets were watil John: since. that 


*If there are any who think thet no parable, ‘in its, 
literal sense, is impossible, and that Jesus* would no* 
have used, event in figure, what is untrue in diself, lev 
them consult Judges 1x. 8—15, 
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time the kingdom of God is preached, and , 
every man presseth into it.” Here notice, j 
that when Jesus spake these words, the law f 
dispensation was ended; for that was “ until 

John” only : “since that time,” says Christ, | 
“ the kingdom of God (the gospel dispensation) 
is preached.” “ It is easier for heaven and 
earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.” | 
' By this we learn that the law could not pass a- | 
way, without being fulfilled. We now come 

to the parable concerning adultery, which reads 

as follows: ‘ Whosoever putteth away his | 

wife, and marrieth another, committeth adulte- 
ty: and whosoever marrieth her that is put | 

away from her husband, committeth adultery.” 
If the Jews had put away the law, and mar- 
ried another covenant before John came, they, 
in a parabolick sense, would have committed a- 
dultery.” For infinite wisdom ordained that 
the law should remain “ unéil John.” And it 
ordained that it should remain no longer. For 
“ since that time the kingdom of God is preach- 
eqd.”” The law was put away ; it was fulfil- 
led; ‘¢ Christ is the end of the law ;” he came 
to close *the first dispensation, and introduce 
the gospel. The Jews, by rejecting the gos- 
pel, and adhering to the law, committed adulte- 
ry, as would a man who should marry a woman 
that had been put away by her husband. The 
parable upon which we are now discoursing 
immediately follows. ‘“ There was a certain 
rich man,” &c. The same subject is contin- 
In the text, the state 


ued through the chapter. 
of the Jews, after the kingdom of God had 
been taken from them and given to a got 


bringing forth the fruits thereof, is bead¥ifully 
figured in the description of the rich man’s 
cireumstances. I feel sensible that in the ex- 

fanation of parables, too many have indulged | 
#Mihemselves in the exercise of a flying fancy. 
¥ We should interpret scripture by the help of 
Y scripture. | trust that without indulging in fan- 
ey, we can obtain the meaning of our Saviour 
in the text. 

By the rich man the house of Israel is repre- 
sented. They are frequently spoken of under 
the figure of an individual in the scriptures.— 
God said by Hosea, “ When Israel was a child, 
then I loved him, and called my son out of E- 
<gypt.” Hosea xi. 1. “So the Lord alone did 
lead him, (the house of Israel) and there was 
no strange God with him. He made him ride 
. on the high places of the earth, that he might | 
eat the increase of the fields; and he made | 
him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out 
of the flinty rock.” Deut. XXxii. 12, 13.— | 
These are sufficient to show that the posterity 
of Abraham are spoken of in the scriptures in | 
the character of an individual. 

This man was rich. ‘There was a certain | 
rich man.” He was blessed with a land flow- 
ing with mill and honey. He had advantage | 
every way, chiefly because unto him was com- | 
mitted the oracles of God. In Rom. ix. 4, 5, | 





we have in detail an account of this man’s 
riches. “‘ Who are Israelites ; to whom per- 
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promises: whose are 
the fathers, and of whom, es concerning the 


| flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 


forev: er, Amen.’ 

This man was clothed in “ purple and fine 
linen.” So Israel is represented in the Scrip- 
tures as being clad. “I clothed thee also with 
broidered work, and shod thee with badger’s 
skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, 
and I covered thee with silk. Thus wast thou 
decked with gold and silver, and thy raiment 
wast of fine linen, and silk, and broidered 
work.” Ezek. xvi. 10—14. “And of the 
blue, and purple, and scarlet, they made clothes 
of service, to do service in the holy place, and 
made the holy garments for Aaron ; as the Lord 
commanded Moses. And he made the ephod 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen.”” Exo. xxxix. 1, 2. 

He fared sumptuously every day. This was 
eminently true of Israel. God says, “ thou didst 
eat fine flour, and honey, and oil; and thou 
wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst pros- 
per intoa kingdom.” The rich man’s land 
flowed with milk and honey. He fed spiritu- 
ally upon the knowledge of God, and upon the 
promises. 

By Lazarus the beggar, the poor Gentiles, 
excluded from the advantages which God’s co- 
venant people enjoyed, are represented: Paul 
datails the poyerty of the Gentiles. ‘‘ At that 
time,” says he, “ ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without Godin the world.” They 
were poor indeed. His being “ full of sores,” 
represented the moral condition of the Gentiles. 
By the death of the beggar is represented the 
Gentiles’ release from their idolatrous worship ; 
and his being carried by angels into Abraham’s 
bosom, represent the conversion of the Gentiles 


to the faith of Abraham, by the messengers of 


God. The rich man died politically. He lost 
his riches, his purple and fine linen, his gov- 
ernment, his city, and his existence as a body 
politick. He was buried. His going into outer 
darkness is justly represented by being buried 
He died to light, and went into darkness. The 
poor man died to darkness and came forth to 
| light—Hence he is not said to be buried. The 
rich man sees Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom ; 
he sees fulfilled the words of Christ, “ There 


| shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when 


ye shall see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and 


| all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and 


And they shall come 


you yourselves thrust out. 


| from the east, and from the west, and from the 


north, and from the south, and shall sit down in 
the kingdom of God.”’ 
The Hole man calls upon Abraham, whom he 
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addresses by the title of Father. This is cha- 
racteristick of the Jews. Abraham was their 
father ; and they seemed proud of their progen- 
itor. Speaking toour Saviour, they said, “art 
thou greater than our father Abraham?” John 
told them, “ think not to say within yourselves, 
we have Abraham to our father.” Yes, they 
would be in favour with Abraham. They have 
disbelieved Jesus ; they have abused their pri- 
vileges ; they have relied upon their national 
greatness, and the glory of their ancestors. 
When in distress they turned to Abraham for 
mercy. But their national greatness is gone, 
and the glory of their ancestors can afford them 
no relief. Abraham is represented'as recogni- 


zing the relationship. He refers the rich man | 


to his former condition, as well as to that of the 
beggar, and seems to give this as a reason — 
the former was tormented and the latter blessed. 
This is according to the equality of God’s ways. 
The Jews had possessed a knowledge of God, 
and been blessed for a long time, while the 
Gentiles had been without hope, and without 
God in the world. Now the scene is reversed 
according to the appointment of God. “ It was 
necessary,” said the apostle to them, “ that the 
word of God should first have been spoken to 
you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord 


commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a | 


light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldst be for 
salvation unto the ends of the earth.” 

The gulf which separated the nich man from 
Lazarus, very well represents any circumstance 
by which the Jews are separated from the Gen- 
tile nations. That such a separation has long 
existed, admits not of a doubt; and when we 
reflect that, although many centuries have pas- 
sed away since the Jews forfeited their national 
character, they have never become mixed and 
lost among other nations, we can but recognize 


some manifest design of Providence in the e- | 


vent. By this gulf we may also understand that 
purpose of God, in which it is determined by 
infinite wisdom, that the Jews shall not believe 
the Gospel until the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in. This was the subject of prophecy.— 
Isaiah says, ‘* who hath believed our report?” 
And John applies this to the unbelief of the Jews 
in the Messiahship of Jesus. John says “ there- 
fore they could not believe, because that Esaias 
said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and har- 
dened their heart, that they should not see with 
their eyes, and understand with their heart, and 
be converted, and I should heal them.” John 
xii. 38,40. Matt. xiii, 14,15. Mark iv. 11, 12. 
Luke viii. 10. Acts xxviii. 26, 28. Rom. xi. 8. 
The divine purpose in this, is ¢ tent with 
God’s impartial character. Th lindness of 
the Jews is to bring about the conversion of th 

Gentiles, through whose mercy the Jews wii! 
at last obtain mercy. Paul, addressing one of 
the Gentile churches, says, “ for as ye in times 


past have not believed God, yet have now ob~ 
tained mercy through their unbelief; even sb 
have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain merey.”” 
Rom. xi. 30—31. Of the unbelief of the Jews 
the prophets had prophesied. When the Gen- 
tiles saw the prophesies fulfilled in the obstina- 
| ey of the Jews, they were convinced of the di- 
| vine origin of christianity ; they pressed into the 
| kingdom of God. By the merey of the Gen- 
| tiles the Jews are at last to obtain mercy.. Paul 
| 

| 





says, ‘* For would not, brethren, that ye should 
be ignorant of this mystery, (lest ye be wise in 
your own conceits,) that blindness in is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in. And sO ALL ISRAEL SHALL ~ 
| BE SAVED; as it is written, there -shall come 
| out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away 

ungodliness from Jacob.” Rom. xi. 25, 26, 

Although the Jews are now shut out of the king- 


| dom, we can easily perceive they are fi to 
| be brought in. Jeats wikd unto Goa, * ve dal 
| not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed 
| is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
| When they will say this, we are not yet permit- 
| ted to know ; but no one who believes the di- 
| vine testimony, can doubt that they will at a 
| proper time. The benefit derived from the 
| gulf, will then be obtained, and Jews and Ger- 
| tiles will rejoice together in the fruition of eter- 
nal life. 

| I have now given 
with the evidence w 


7 my views of the text, 
ich induced me to adopt 
them. Judge for yourselves my hearers. Let 


not populariy nor proscription influence le 
Be not terrified by the threatening of 

woe. You can form the best Judgment while 
you are dispassionate and calm. Treat your re~ 
ligious opposers with tenderness and love, yet 
maintain the independence and faithfalness af 
Christians. 

The way in which we have explained the 
text, appears consistent with the character of 
God as the Father and friend of mankind ; and 
it leads us clear of those difficulties with which 
those meet, who use the text to prove the un- 
merciful doctrine of eternal and infinite misery. 
But notwithstanding the explanation I have giv- 
en accords with the very best feelings of 
hearts, I would caution you not to receive it, if 
you are not. convinced of its truth by the force 
of evidence. Rest your faith on the Bible only. 
Examine this with freedom and care ; and God © 
will bless your exertions to the promotion of 
your spiritual welfare. 


It is said that collections have been taken in 
several of the Presyyterian Churches in the 
State of N. York, to support the Pioneer line of 

xges, which has run the proprietors deeply in 
debt; aod as a recompense, the drivers,and the 

issengers, when there are any, will throw 
tracts at persons whom they pass in the foed.—- 





| Trumpet. 
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LET Us BE VIGILENT. 

The following extract from a letter of an esteemed 
correspondent in Chardon, Ohio, will be read with in- 
terest, and'its suggestions are important. 

“ An active aid-de-camp of the famous, or 
rather infamous Josiah Bissell, Jr. has lately 
returned from the east and announced. the in- 
tention of our Spirituo-Politico guardians, to 
make another stop-stage attack on Congress, 
under some modification not yet developed— 
80 we shall not yet have leave to swallow down 
our spittle. As far as I can judge the ortho- 
dox leaders are now directing the fire of all 
their batteries at Mr. Campbell and the Uni- 
versalists, and either hope for an amalgamation 
of the rest, or to beat their opponents in detail. 
E should not fear them at all if I did not dis- 
cover a spirit of disunion among the liberals ; 
@ sectarian spirit which spends its strength in 
fighting windmills and splitting straws, while 
their enemies ere chuckling at their folly. If 
UDniversalists,Campbellites and Unitarians can- 

_ not tly advance side by side in the great 
work, with all other liberalists (surely we have 
need of all their strength) but must have intes- 
tine broils and bickerings about nice matters of 
belief, on which we all have a right to differ 
in opinion, then that mountain of human mise- 
ries called orthodoxy, stands firm, and will 
stand until her enemies, having grown wise 
by sad experience shall be willing to demolish 
her, without being too zealous to erect others 
in different shapes.on the ruins. I am persuad- 
ed. that orthodoxy whose watchful eyes never 
sleep when her interest is in question, calcu- 
lates largely and justly too upon the folly of 
our disjointed and desultory efforts, while at 

. ‘the same time the unity of her own measures 

is maintained and her vigilence doubled. She 
has men under pay in this country whose sole 
business has been for a long time past to get 
up Sunday schools in every town where it can 
by any meane be effected ; and: very lately a 
wagon load of Sunday school books, and those 
very valuable and edifying things called tracts 
tvas brought from head quarters at New-York, 
and distributed. ahaa, a or modesty.— 

By the by, do: you know that those famous 

tracts were stelen from the writings of Hannah 

More, and havé been 80 varied as to form in 

the Presbyterian line instead of the Episcopal- 
jan-? But no matter, the end sanctifies the 
means. ” 

REMARKS. 

We ate unwilling to dismiss this subject’ without 
farther remark. We hnvejoag witnessed with *pain 
the differences and the contentions of those who ought 
to beamong theliberalsoftheday. The times require 
Union? Phe imposing aspect and the threatening 


megjures-~of those. who claim to themselves all that is | 


correct in theory or virtuous in practice, call aloud upon 
all the friends of liberty to heal their dissensions, to 
give up their intestine broils, and array themselves to 
meet the dangers with which all alike will be over- 
whelmed if they are not averted. 

Orthodoxy is making a desperate effort, if she fails 
n¥w she is gone forever, but if she succeeds woe to 
them who have become objects of her vengeance— 
But succeed she will, if we continue to anathematize 
each other and to refuse to receive the aid of any that 
cannot say shibboleth to every tenet in ourcreed. The 
truth is Sectarism has spread beyond the’ bounds of 
the creed, which can allow it, This must be check- 
ed, Unitariaps and Universalists are by the position 
they hold placed among the liberals. Let them cease 
their contentions. What if the Unitarian will not say 
he believes all will be saved? If he allows free enqui- 
ry and defends the freedom of discussion why not be 
satisfied. And what if the Universalist believes God 
will make no one eternally miserable, if he will allow 
others to believe so if they choose, why should there 
be contention ? 

The Friend, the Anti-Sectarian of the Christian Bap~ 
tist, the Sceptick, the Materialist, and the Jew, all are 
interested to defend the rights of conscience and all 
should unite to destroy priestcraft, to perpetuate our 
free institutions, and to give and preserve to every'one 
all the rights which nature and’nature’s God has allot- 
ed him. On these broad principles we may all unite, 
and on these we mus/ unite unless we mean to become 
the vassals of a dominant rlergy. 

Let every Press which is not under the control of 
the clergy (alas! there are few such) speak. Let pub- 
lick sentiment speak, we do not mean that sickly wretch 
which courts oniy popularity and is contented with the 
homage of falsehood and hypocrisy, but that sestiment 
which every freeman, which every patriot, every te- 
publican, and every philanthropist approves, and then 
we can keep off this ever to be deprecated hierarchy, 
otherwise we cannot. The remaining veterans who 
achieved our political, must now come forward to de- 
fend our mental independence. Or rather let their 
children equal their fame. As they gave us civil lib- 
erty in a eharter and declared what were our rights, 
let us enter upon the enjoyment of them. 

This is an eventful period. Orthodoxy will fight 
hard in her death struggle, and nothing but boldness, 
and perseverance, joined with calmness and prudence, 
can achieve for oppressed humanity the victory. Let 
us‘away with our wordy disputes. Awey with our 
distinetions of cast. We must save our strength for 
our campaign against the enemies of liberty, or rather 
we should now exert it, for the campaign has opened 
and the waris’ fairly commenced, The orthodox last 


last winter they made an attack upon Congress, but 
were repgised. They are now collecting their forces 
and preparing tor another. It will soon be made & it is 
well if we are able to sustain the violence of the shock. 
Alas for Ohio and the great valley of the Mississippi. 
An army of our eastern bigots will march there soon, 





they are preparing their traets, colleeting their fants; 








year made an attack upon the interest of individuals—: 
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and even now we fancy the attack ismade. Friends of 
the West be vigilant, resist the invader, with that in- 
dlépendent spirit you have always shown.—Ep1Tor. 





CHURCH AND STATE.—NO. 3. 

In our last we gave a promise, that, in onr 
fature numbers, we would show, the leaders 
of the orthodox party, have the disposition, and 
are fast acquiring the power, to control our civil 
government. We are duly sensible of the high 
character the clergy sustain ; we know full well 
the measure of their revenge, upon the auda- 
cious spirits who presume toquestion the since- 
rity of their professions, and we would not pre- 
fer the charge, we have, without sufficient evi- 
dence to suppert it: We are hostile to no one. 
We should despise ourself if we could descend 
to the meanness of fixing the odium of the mea- 
sure upon any class, for the sinister purpose of 
gaining credit for our particular tenets. We 
have foresworn the spirit of sectarism, and we 
despise it as much, and would oppose it as 
quick, in a Universalist as in a Calvinist. This 
we think may easily be supported from the 
course we have pursued and from the liberal 
censures we have received from many who 
possess the name, though not the spirit-of Uni- 
versalism. 

We respect no man merely for his profession, 
or indeed if any, it should be the hitherto hum- 
ble, but always important, professions of the 
agriculturalist, and of the mechanick. On the 
pursuits of these, depend the very. existence of 
society ;-and if we, must have a privileged class, 
these shall have our vote to be its members.— 
The clergy have indeed long made one of the 
privileged class, but it has long been the mis- 
fortune of the world to value things in an in- 
verse ratio to their real-worth. A clergyman 
should be respected as a man, but not as a cler- 
gythan, and he should be valued according to 
his real utility to the world. To us it isa mat- 
ter of indifference, how the world be benefitted, 
if the benefit be actually conferred, whether it 
be in preaching, in singing or in praying. The 
clergy have an interest in common with the 
rest of mankind. When they do not imagine 
they have a separate interest, we shall never be 
found opposing them, when they do, we shall 
deem it our duty to admonish them and bid the 
people “ beware !” , 

If we turn to the history of the clergy, a 
learn what has been their character in times 
past, we may also learn that to suspect the 
clergy as ambitious of obtaining an undue pro- 
portion of power, is no crime, and to find it re- 
ally so, would not contradict their established 
character. 

With the history of the priesthood we have 
made ourself somewhat familiar. This indeed 
Was our duty, since the world will have it, we 
are a priest ourself, though we think not a very 
worthy member of the ancient and honourable 
fraternity. But our familiarity with their his- 





tory has not increased our respect for the insti- 
tution nor for its members ; and certainly we 
have seen no cogent reason Why we should 
wish to be under the immediate control of the 
clergy. We pass over the many gross imposi- 
tions they have palmed upon us, the pious 
frauds they have committed and the thousand 
silly stories they have made us believe.—The 
people, in these respects, have little reason to 
blame any bat themselves—they should never 
have resigned their own understandings. 

If we may credit any thing in history we may 
pronounce the accumulation of POWER, the 
leading object of’ the clergy in all ages and in 
all countries of the world. We will not pre- 
tend to say the accumulation of power has been 
always for the purpose of their own aggrandize- 
ment, we should hope to find the majority ac- 
tuated by nobler motives, but whether so or 
not, they have always converted the power 
when acquired, to exalt the dignity and to se- 
cure the independence of their own order.— 
They may have deemed that they needed pow- 
er to’be useful, and that the greater their in- 
fluence, the more beneficial they might be to 
the world. This indeed might be true and 
might have been a laudable ambition, had they 
always been infallible and not subject to the 
same imperfections as the rest of mankind.— 
But if one is killed, we do not know that it 
helps the matter to have lost his life from a be- 
nevolent or from a murderous intention in the 
one who killed him. Though this considera~ 
tion may lessen the guilt it does not remove 
the ‘injury ; end though we may not blame the 
clergy, we have suffered and it is little matter 
of importance to the sufferers, to be told it was 
done by persons desiring to benefit them, or by 
those wishing only to benefit themselves. 

‘There can be no doubt many of the clerical 
profession have been honest men, but even the 
honest have not been much less injurious than 
the dishonest. They have given a sanctity to” 
the institution, which has preserved it and thus 
prevented the abolition of the order and with 
it its numerous train of evils. But honest or 
dishonest, benevolent or malevolent, they al- 
Ways seem anxious to have their hand inevery 
thing which is doing, they have claimed the 
honour of every important discovery, of thein- 
troduction of every useful measure ; and when 
they were. unable to support the claim, or when 
it was notorious the measure or discovery was 
independent of them, they have branded it im- 
pious and persecuted the authour. We might 
mention a Galileo, a Tycho Brahe and a host 
of others who have spread’a helo of glory a- 
round the human race-—men to Whose bold and 
persevering efforts, the presént’ philosopher is 
so deeply indebted, but they felt the weight of 
clerical wrath and Galileo was incarcerated for 
teaching, and obliged torecant, to renounce as 
false, a doctrine which every school boy is now 
instructed to believe true, 
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We said the priesthood have always aimed at 
the accumulatioa of power. 
they have never given s'eep to their eyes nor 


slumber-to their eye-lid, when they had it not , 


or until they had set some machine to work to 

ocure it. Masters of the human heart, they 

ave laughed when the people talked of liber- 
ty; and when the people by positive laws abol- 
ished their powers they recovered it by enfore- 
ing the law of superstition. An empire has 
never been enslaved but the priests have up- 


held the masters—produced for the tyrants aid, | 
sacred texts and pious expositions. They have. 


contributed their share in fomenting most wars 
whether fereign or civil. 
their a ag or deny the benefit of their holy 
rites to 

to their lessons, nor have they ever been spar- 
ing in their anathemas to the one who con- 
temus God by refusing to consult them. 

They preach the divine right of kings, ad- 
vocate legitimacy ond maintain the inviolabili- 
ty of the throne, whenever they can thus secure 
a splendid establishment for themselves ; and 
they proclaim the sovereignty of the people and 
justify innovation when they have any thing 
to hope for themselves by a change. They cry 
down education, or seem to encourage it, just 
as it is deemed necessary to maintain, or to in- 
crease their influence over the human mind. 
Their policy has always been the same, though 
the measures adopted vary as circumstances 
require. In an age of ignorance and wonder, 
they performed miracles, maintained their pow- 
er by’confounding the reason and rendering 
the judgement useless. When the people be- 
came too enlightened to pay implicit confidence 
to all their marvellous works and marvellous 
stories, they anathematized knowledge and ex- 
tolled ignorance as the mother of devotion.— 
They stamped a celestial curse upon the exer- 
cise of the mental powers and offered heaven to 
those who would believe without reason. 

When the keys of knowledge were finally 
wrested from them by the hands of the profane 
laity, when science began to blaze forth in 
powerful contrast to the rays of darkness shed 
by them, and when they could no longer lull 
the active mind asleep, they became learned, 
seemed to advocate knowledge. They placed 
themselves at the head of all the seminaries of 
learning, became tutors in the families of the 
opulent, and penetrating into courts they be- 
came the instructors of kings and princes. — 
Thus they managed to control what they could 
not prevent nor destroy, and to turn into the 
channel of their own ambition the stream which 
might have watered the whole earth. 

Nor did they encourage knowledge though 
they fostered education. ‘They called the mind 
from the contemplation of nature, from acquir- 
ing a knowledge of things, to ponder over their 
venerated lore : and they wasted on the obscu- 
rity of a long since fulfilled prediction, or in 


They have ; and | 


They seldom refuse | 


e king or to the officer who hearkens , 
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' acquiring a dead language of dead people who 
left in their history neither greatness to imitate 
nor wisdom to admire, the time and the pow- 
ers which under more favourable circumstan- 
ces, would have made us acquainted with the 
means of improving our condition of relishing 
the beauties of nature and of adoring the bene- 
ficent Father of all. They taught words with- 
out ideas, made their pupils learned without 
knowledge and substituted praise for science 
in the room of science itself, and self-conceit 
in the place of love of true wisdom. 

Wherever the priesthood has been predomi- 
nant the people have been enslaven ; the mind 
has been deprived of its vigour, bound in the 
shackles of a senseless superstition, it has been 
incapable of exertion. Vice has been encour- 
' aged. Donations to the church for the benefit 
| of the clergy, has supplied the place of virtue, 
| aud atoned for a life of crime. Zeal in defend- 
| ing the absurdities and immoralities of the pre- 
; dominant religion, has been deemed sufficient 
, to open the gates of heaven and give a claim 
; to the joys of the blest. Protiering peace they 
| have given us the sword, professing to beat the 
; sword into the plough-share and the spear into 
| the pruning hook, they have converted the im- 
‘ plements of husbandry into the instruments of 
| war; promising a heaven hereafter they have 
; given us a hell on earth; and claiming to be 
' the ambassadors of God and the messengers of 
love, they have stirred up the demon discord, 
alienated the affections of kindred, invaded the 
sacred apartments of domestick life, destroyed 
conjugal, filial and fraternal affection ; trampled 
upon the rights of conscience and cursed, in the 
name of God, all who have not pronounced 
them a blessing to the human race and given 
them tythes of all they possess. 

Arrogant in their pretensions, claiming ex- 
| emption from the common frailties of hummi- 
ty, and familiar intercourse with the invisible 
God, they have demanded implicit obedience 
and heaped the whole mountain of their ven- 
geance upon the inquisitive spirit who presum- 
ed to enquire the warrant ef their authority or 
| the propriety of their condcct. Long as they 
could, they smothered the desire for knowl- 
edge and that Christendom is now enlightened 
they say is owing to them; though the most 
careless reader of history must know they per- 
secuted with a relentless spirit the shingles 
and reformers to whom we are indebted for 
modern improvements. Such has been the 
character of the clergy and such the evils they 
have heaped upon the human family—sueh 
their general features, wherever found or what- 
ever name they bear, Pagans, Jews or Chris- 
tians, Mussulmans or Brahmans, followers of 
Zoroaster or worshippers of the Lama, and if 
there be any difference if one class be worse 
than another, the palm of the greatest evil is 
fairly due the Christian. 

Such is their character. 
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reconcile the discrepencies we find between 
their professions and their practice. With the 
best profession on earth or to be found even in 
heaven, their practice has even disgraced his 
majesty of hell by being charged to him. Had 
they come to us as men and acknowledged 
themselves of like passions with the rest of us, 
having the same imperfections and liable to the 
same errours, we could have passed over their 
inconsistencies, by supposing they had mistak- 
en the best means to make the world virtuous ; 
but when they come as chosen servants of God 
we are confounded. ‘To call them honest but 
ignorant, would be to accuse Jehovah of having 
made an unwise choice, and to pronounce them 
knowing but dishonest, seems not much better, 
and yet we know of no other alternative. 

Such having uniformly been the character of 
the clergy, such having been their constant aim 
and practice, and such the abuses they have to- 
lerated, that we ask, did we wrong to suspect ? 
Did we wrong to bid our readers watch! But 
we have more than suspicion, we have more 
than cause for suspicion, we have evidence to 
our mind clear and satisfactory. 
clergy have engaged in a vast enterprize: a 
mighty project is conceived and all the energies 
of the order are in requisitiun to bring it forth. 
’ Whatever it may turn out to be, we have seen 
enough to convince us, it was unholy in its con- 
ception, and if executed will be ungodly in its 
influence. 

Our readers will perceive this portrait is de- 
signed to show what power the clergy have 
heretofore aimed at, and the evils they have in- 
flicted. They will from this view, admit it is 
possible for the clergy now to aim at similar 
power, & if they obtain it, what surety have we 
that they will not bring similar -evils in their 
train? We have not yet dismissed this subject. 
Facts are to be laid before our readers, and 
facts which will make them enquire, “* where 
is ‘the spirit which achieved our Indepen- 
dence?” shall be laid before them.—En1ror. 


MISS FRANCES WRIGHT. 

We copy on another page an article from the 
Free Enquirer, First, because we would have 
our readers understand that we are not afraid 
to copy from a paper which many think it would 
be a crime even to name without reproach.— 
Secondly, because the article in question is re- 
ally meritorious and deserves to be read by ev- 
ery one who does not choose té be a bigot.— 
Thirdly, because it states in a clear and im- 
pressive manner, sentiments which we have 
ever laboured to defend, and Lastly because it 
gives us a chance to speak a word of its writer 
Miss Frances Wright. 

We have marked with pain the many gross 
slanders circulated against this distinguished 
lady. Distinguished, aye indeed, pre-eminent- 
ly so from the coarse and disgusting reproach- 
es which ibe professed friends of religion and 
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virtue have cast upon her. We say we have 
marked this with pain, and we would gle 
rescue religion and virtue from the contes 
which, the violent measures they have sane- 
tioned, must excite in every discerning mind. 
We claim no jurisdiction over her sentiments, 
she has the same right to advocate her views 
that we have ours. But we would not rest 
here. We are bound as the conductors of a 
publick journal to disapprobate every encroach- 
ment upon, that right, to protect her in its en- 
joyment. 

We know this paragraph may make us. 
hundred enemies, but we cannot help that. If 
we vilify her for her sentiments we may just 
as well vilify the most devout christian for ad- 
vocating his. The right in question, is one in 
which all are concerned, and if denied to the 
heretick it may with the same propriety be de- 
nied to the orthodox. We hold him traitor to 
the principles of our republican government, 
who would cast the least reproach upon any for 
advocating the views they believe correct. 

The Press, the guardian of liberty, and of 
virtue, has teemed with abuse, too coarse to be 
repeated and have given currency to slanders, 
the most painful to woman’s feelings. Why 
is this so? If she is wrong can no one 
her arguments? If her sentiments are 
cious can no one show it without relating slan- 
ders, which would disgrace the lowest bred 4 
gossip to repeat? How is this? Where is the 
Press that has met her notions with any thivg 
like argument? With us ridicule and libels.. 
will not pass for tests of truth. We speak not 
only our own, but the language of thousends 
when we say we should be much better pleas- 
ed to see her errours pointed out, tham her per- 
son abused, and we are ashamed for the cause 
of religion, if we have on our side none, who 
would not only prefer such a course, but are 
able and willing to come forward to pursue it. 

We are ashamed of our countrymen that they 
should exhibit such enmity towards a woman 


. 
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who, whatever may be the correctness of her 
| conclusions, has given no mean proofsof an en- 
| lightened mind and a truly philanthropiek 
heart. And we regret to see the female part 
| of community so severe upon one who adorns” 
their sex and secins anxious te give women her 
proper rank in society, the high rank she onght 
to fil!. Miss Wright may err, and who may 
not? But, abating her views on matrimony 
which probably are more censured than under- 
stood, and censured by more than believe them 
ill founded, we have seen nothing in her eth- 
icks that should be discarded. System she dis- 
claims, but the morality she encourages is based 
on the equality of the human race and on Uni- 
versal charity. Infidel she may be, but she 
has under trials which few of ow? ladies would 
eudure exhibited an example of forbearance, 
that many a high toned Christian would do weli 





to follow... When assaulted in a.manner that 
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must awaken all of woman’s resentment she 
has asked no other shield than the mantle of 
her own conscious virtue. We disbelieve her 
Sentiments on some points, but the greatest 


“Fault that we have discovered’ is she believes 


not enough, and pleads ignorance where she 
has no knowledge. Disprove ber arguments 
those who believe her wrong, but be just to 
her merit. Ep. 





The proceedings of the publick meeting in Berks 
Co, Pa. Which will be found in‘ this number of our pa- 
\pér, will be read with interest. We wish we were 
permitted to record the procéedings, of similar incetings 
held in every part of the country.. This meeting wasin 
the midst of the German population of Pennsylvania, 
which population, to the amount of about 300,000, is 
awakened to a sense of the dangers with which we are, 
threatened. We think it would be well to havea pub- 
lick meeting of a similar kind in this county,‘and we 
wish similar ones could be held in all the neighbouring 
éountiey, and indeed throughout the Union, There is 
need. The danger is great and threatening. Friends 
think on these things. 
SELECTIONS. 
[From the Free Enquirer. } 

OF RELIGION AND IRRELIGION, 
AS DISTINCT FROM KNOWLEDGE AND (EORALITY. 

Our correspondent has touched upon a sub- 
ject of most grievous importance to the human 
species. For the evil of which he complains is 
aafortunately, not confined tv one nation, nor 
éven to one ege, but has existed, and still ex- 
ists, wherever religion has had a ¢emple, and its 
temple a priest. 

I have frequently attempted to point out, in 
ty writings, as in my publick discourses, that 
it is only inasmuch as religion is made a trade, 
and the teaching of it a profession, that it is 
converted into'a source of mischief and cause 
of quarrelling and persecution. However fan- 
tastick the dreams of our ignorance or of our 
érrour, if we never exalted them into a science 
and made them the subject matter of instruc- 
tion, they could do but little harm to ourselves, 
and no harm to our neighbours. In the day 
that the first temple was built, and the first 
priest ordained to live by sweeping its courts, 
and protecting its. superstitions, Pandora’s box 
of sins and plagues was opened upon earth, 
and, if so be, that according to the old fable, 

remains at the hottomy it can only be to 
whisper the prophecy that men will at length 
grow wise by experience, and put an end to all 

le worship,-and all doctrinal preaching. 

long as the human mind shall be tortured 
from the cradle to suck in opinions, man must 
be the most foolish and the most unhappy of 
all sentient creatures. And so long as any bo- 
dy of menor any one individual, shall obtain 
a livelihood by the inculcation of any specula- 
dive system whatsoever, let it be orthodox: or 
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heterodox, religious or irreligious, must seeds 
of errour and iutolerance be planted in the hu- 
man mind. The oécurrences of every passing 
day press, more and more, upon the reflecting 
mind, the necessity of an entire change in our 
existing method of instruction, whether as em- 
ployed in schools, in churches, or in books: 

Facts, as the sure basis of all correct opin- 
ions, must be presented, living, breathing, and 
moving, as far as possible, fo the pérceptions of 
ebildhood, and all léssons apart from these, 
must be wholly withdrawn. At present, the 
human animal only ceases to play the part of 
the parrot, to act that of the vulture. Having 
learned to mimick the sounds, and echo the 
sentiments, of his nurse, his schoolmaster, and 
his spiritual teachers, he then proceeds to tear 
and worry all those of his fellow creatures, 
whose nurse, master and priest have taught 
them a different lesson—the difference, for the 
most part, amounting only to a few new tricks 
upon the same tune. 

But, let the tune be different a3 it may—lIct 
the opinions imbibed be even sesestdbe, or, 
more, correct—still, in that they have been 
learned instead of formed—in that they are taken 
upon trust—received, ready made, from the 
factory of other men’s brains, instead of formed 
in our own upon the evidence of fact and ex- 
perience, they are of small account, and rest 
upon no more solid foundation, than a house 
raised upon a quicksand. 

To perceive what is true, Hot to distinguish 
what is false, must be our object, before we cab 
be rational or virtuous. We may see the ab- 
surdities of the Mahometan Bible, or the Chris- 
tian Bible, and yet be as far from practical 
truth, as he who worships either, or both. Our 
opinions on speculative matters (and a!l is spe- 
culative beyond what our senses can distin- 
guigh) can never supply the place of know- 
ledge, any more than our religious faith, or our 
atheism, can ever dictate sound morality. 

My experience, which, in the position cir- 
cumstances have combined to place me, may, 
perhaps, count for something in the question— 
my experience bears ample testimony to the 
truth of the above position, viz : that our opin- 
ions on matters merely speculative, can do but 
little towards our advancement in the’ path of 
truth. If, as an individual, while advocating 
the cause of instructional and conditional equal- 
ity, proclaiming the simplicity of knowledge, 
and‘its universal importance to man, I’ have 
had to turn a deaf ear to slander, anda patient 
cheek to violence—if, asa woman, I have been 
tracked from house to house by the emissaries 
of alarmed craftsmen, or envious and mistaken 
individuals ; if fire and riot have been attemp- 
ted in publick, thréats in private, and libel- 
lous slanders every where, I can truly say, thet 
I bave found the spirit of erring violence equal- 
ly with the believer as the atheist, with the an- 
ti-Christian as with the Christion 3 
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Wealth has been hostile, not because I as- 
saulted superstition, but because I leaned to- 
wards the poor; the professions, hecause I ad- 
vocated productive industry ; the learned, be- 
cfiuse I revealed the simplicity of real knowl- 
edge ; the partizans of all opinions, because I 
deprecated wordy disputation, and taught that 
truth can be found only by observation, and er- 
rour disproved by an appeal to nature acd to 
experience. 

As a friend to man, and as an enquirer after 
truth, I owe much to the experience of the last 
six months. We are all too apt to over esti- 
mate the importance of our own speculative 
views. Wherever we find more or less sym- 
pathy, with respect to these, we are disposed 
to imagine there must be more or less of truth 
in the practical views also ; and to conceit, in 
proportion as we ourselves incline to religion 
or to scepticism, that the religious or the scep- 
tical are honest and upright. 

{ think I shal! not again lightly fall into the 
error. I think that, henceforward, while I shall 
judge no man’s moral excellence by the length 
of his creed, so neither shal! I preconceive him 
to be virtuous or enlightened in proportion io 
the shortness of the same. 

To be really enlightened, we must under- 
stand the phenomena of nature. To be really 
virtuous, we must know ourselves ; accurately 
distinguish all the relations in which we stand 
to our fellow creatures ; duly estimate our own 
importance in society, and neither lose sight 
of our own inherent rights, nor the rights of 
others, 

Virtue, then, does not consist either in be- 
lieving or in disbelieving the religions of man- 
kind. We may subscribe to the existence of 
every god and every devil painted by priests, 
or imagined by enthusiasts ; and we may make 
our belief in such existences only a mean for 
tormenting ourselves, and a pretext for tormen- 
fing our brethren. Or, on the other hand, we 
may assert the nonexistence of all sentient mat- 
ter beyond the confines of our planet, and be 
as intolerant in our feelings towardgthose who 
question our position, ‘as was ever a Christian 
toa Turk, or a Jew toa pagan. And, in eitb- 
er case, however obstinate in our speculative 
credulity or incredulity, we may be equally ig- 
norant of all practical truth, and, consequently 
equally useless or mischievous both as men and 
as Citizens, 

To doubt what ig not seen, is net to know 
what can be seen. Neither is a knowledge 
of all external nature sufficient, without a 
knowledge of ourselves, to lead us to that. just 
practice which an accurate acquaintance with 
the world without, and the world within, can a- 
lone dictate. 

It is in this extensive sense that I have em- 
ployed the word KNOWLEDGE in the motto of 
this paper. It is in this sense that I understand 
JUST OPINIONS TO BE THE RESULT OF JUST 








KNOWLEDGE, AND JUST PRACTICE OF JUST 
OPINIONS. 

Knowledge, then, not in part, but in fulness, 
must be the subject of instruction. Here is the 
seed from which opinions, to be correct ands’ 
durable, must rise spoutaneously. Let practi- 
cal philosophers, then, take the place of priests 
and theoretical disputants, and national asy- 
lums and seminaries, for all the congregated 
youth of the land, supercede churches, bride- 
wells, and jails. F. W. 





MEETING OF FREEMEN. 
In Heidelberg Township, Berks County. 

At a numerous and respectable meeting of 
citizens assembled at the house of George Ger- 
hand, on Thursday the 21st day of May, 1829, 
pursuant to a publick notice given by the com- 
wittee of correspondence, appointed by a meet- 
ing in Cacolico township, Lancaster county, on 
the 19th March last, to deliberate and consuit 
upon the causes and tendency of the religious 
excitement at present prevailing in the coun- 
try—Joseph Hain, Esq. was appointed Presi- 
dent ; Henry Bennetch and John Gerhand, V. 
Presidents, and John Sohl, Jr. Daniel Wenrick, 
Secretaries. John Shitz, Jacob Seitzingar, H. 
Shoner, Martin Texter and J. Hain (of Adam) 
being appointed a committee to report proceed- 
ings for the vonsideration of the meeting ; after 
retiring for a short time, reported the following 
address and resolutions which were unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

The committee appointed to report proceed- 
ings for the consideration of the meeting, re- 
spectfully submit the following : ‘ 

That a religious excitement exists in map 
sections of the country, not calculated as they 
apprehend to promote genuine and rational Pi- 
ety, and tending to eventually, if not arrested’ 
in its progress, to abridge the civil and religious 
liberties of the people. The cause of this ex- 
citement may be found in the extraordinary 
conduct of certain ecclesiastical Professors, who 
appear to have undertaken a crusade, for 
spreading particular religious opinions and thé: 
advancement of church establishments. Per- 
vading the country in every direction, they 
alarm the weak minded and youthful part of 
our community with unusual vehement ) etm 
ciations of divine wrath, and thus obtain an in- 
fluence over minds which is not the result of 
rational conviction and which is destined to be 
directed to the elevation of the clerical profes- 
sion to a degree of authority, inconsistent with 
the people’s welfare and the spirit of the free 
constitutions under which we live. 

It appears to your committee that the Cler- 
ey of the United States in general, have ex- 
uibited many manifestations of a spirit of world- 
ly ambition. That measures have been pro~ 
jected by that class of men, calculated and de- 
signed to promote their own interests at the 
expense of those of the people; toenable them 
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to dictate to the consciences of their fellow 
men, and assume a right of interference in the 
direction of state affairs. ‘They have observed 
with dissatisfaction and alarm, the establish- 
ment of opulent and influential societies, the 
management of which is committed to ecclesi- 
astical control. Amongst these they number 
Bible and Missionary Societies—Theological 
Seminaries and Sunday School Unions. They 


| 
regard these institutions as necessary burdens | 
| 
| 


upon the church-going part of the community, 
appropriating vast sums of money to purposes | 
for the most part uncalled for, & tending direct- 
fy to increase the influence of the Clergy. They 
have witnessed the attempts recently made to | 
the Congress of the United States to prohibit 
the transportation of the mail on Sunday, and 
regard them as ebullitions of the fanatical spi- 
rit, so widely disseminated! by the Clergy. 
They consider a!] endeavours to procure legis- | 
lative interference in matters of religion, as at- | 
tempts to infringe upon the rights of conscience, | 
and all measures adopted to compel particular | 
observance of the Sabbath as incipiett eap- 
proaches to the establishment of spiritual tyr- 
anny. Your committee would shrink from pro- | 
posing a single objection to the Christian Reli- , 
gion. They believe the revealed Religion of 
the old and new testaments to be the most in- 
estimable gift of a beneficent Creator to the hu- 
man family. They regard it as a written law, | 
for the guidance of human conduct, exhibiting | 
a sublime and perfect system of morals, and | 
holding forth incentives to the pursuit of virtue | 
in those immortal rewards which Divinity alone | 
could offer. But in revolving the histories of | 
by gone ages they are admonished by the waiis 
of nations and the groans of oppressed people, 
to beware of a body of men assuming to be the 
interpreters of the Divine word and the direct- 
ors of men’s consciences. They contemplate 
wtth horrour, the intolerance and bloody per- 
secutions of the church of. Rome, and the de- 
based condition of the people in every nation, 
where é¢clesiastical rulers bear the sway. They 
Jook upon England, the most free of European 
governments, and behind a Union of Church 
and State, which has burthened the people for 
ages with an oppressive hierarchy that main- 
tains a luxurious Clergy with the hard won | 
earnings of the Agriculturalists and Mechanick. 
—They look forward with prophetick appre- 
hensions to the terminating of the race, which 
fanaticism is running in our own country, and 
behold in anticipation, misery and slavery, and 
ecclesiastical tyranny beyond the goal. 

Your committee with a yiew to counteract the 
efforts which are making to promote ecclesias- 
tical supremacy, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing resolutiens for the consideration of the 
meeting « 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, the institution of Bible and Missionary so- 
cieties, Theological Seminaries and Sunday 
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School Unions are works of supererogation, con- 
| sidered in reference to the wants and welfare 
Of the people; that they are designed to ele- 
| vate and sustain the authority of the Priesthood, 
| and so considered, are dangerous to the liber- 
| ties of the people, and that we will not assist 
| in maintaining Clergymen who advocate them 
| or are concerned in their support. 

Resotved, That we consider the extraordina- 
ry zeal for religion, which manifests itself in 
the condemnation of innocent amusement and 
the requisition of an ascetick severity of life, as 
originating in the false pretences of designing 
men, or the erroneous opinions of overheated 
enthusiasm, believing as we do, that a hilarity 
in enjoying the bounties of Providence, is not 
unacceptable in the sight of the Almighty dis- 
penser of all things. 

Resolved, That our religious and moral du- 
ties are plainly set forth in the language of the 
Holy scriptures ; that they consist in visiting 
the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
renderiny due honour to parents and the exercise 
of charity towards ali men, and that no amount 
of mortification or prayer can justify the omis- 
sion of any of them. 

Resolved, That we duly appreciate the ad- 
vantages of the Sabbath, considered as a day 
of worship and temporal repose ; but that we 
cannot regard innocent recreations on that day 
not prohibited by the laws of the land, infrac- 
tions of its duties or those of rational Piety. 

Resolved, That hereafter we will receive no 
preacher into our congregations who is an adhe- 
rent or supporter of a theological! Seminary, of 
the Sunday School Union, or the Bible Mis- 


| sionary Tract, or any other similar Societies, 


or who is engaged in distributing any so called 
Religious Paper or Magazines, because we sin- 
cerely believe those institutions have been in- 
troduced for no other purpose than to collect 
large sums of money, which is to be applied 
towards erecting an undue influence and pow- 
er of the Clergy over the people, and conse- 
quently may eventually lead to tae destruction 
of our civil and religious liberties. 

Resoived, That it is our sincere opinion that 
all those persons who so conspiciously dissem- 
inate principles so dangerous in their conse- 
quences, are either hypocrites, seeking their 
own aggrandizement, or deluded fanaticks, 
whose blindness seeks to involve millions of 
free and happy people within the fangs of an 
over-reaching and ambitious priesthood. That 
our Saviour came into the world to make men 
free and happy, is an undeniable truth; but 
that priest-craft under the garb of religion, en- 
deavours to enslave the world, is also a fact 
seriously to be deplored. 

Resolved, That we view those arrogant and 
haughty beggars, who in imported broad clothes, 
strut about our country, distributing tracts and 
asking money for missionary purposes, as a set 
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of imposters, too lazy to earn by the sweat of | England and had a place provided at Court, for 


their brow, the food that sustains them. 
Resolved, That we are as we have been, ev- 
er ready to reward upright and unassuming 
ministers for their services, and to render their 
stay among us as agreeable as circumstances 


will allow with this proviso, however, that they | 


remain free and independent from all connec- 
tion with those societies, whose ostensible ob- 
ject may seem laudable, but whose real inten- 
tions are the promotion of themselves and the 
slavery of the people. Should however no 
such preacher be found we will nevertheless, 
frequent the house of God, and appoint one of 
the number present to read an appropriate ser- 
mon, a chapter from Holy writ, and conclude 
by a prayer and hymn of thankfulness to the 
supreme Creator for his mercies. 

Resolved, That we approve of the proceed- 
ings of a meeting, held March 19th. last past 
in Cacolico township, Lancaster county, and 
that we will endeavour our utmost to aid in ful- 
filling them. 

Resolved, That the following named persons 
be a committee of correspondence : and inves- 
ted with power to call other meetings whenev- 
er they shall think proper, viz: 

, lberg Township : John Klop, John Tish- 
er; (paper-maker) David Wenrich, John Sobl, 
Daniel Bechtel. 

Reading: Joseph Heister Jr., Anthony Bi- 
chel, George D. B. Keim, Balthaser Smith, 
Judge Jacob Sclmeider. 

Bern: Jacob Leinsbach, William Hehu, Pe- 
ter Athaus. 

Alsace: Henry Leinbach, Jacob Klohs, Ja- 
cob Gehret. 

Lebanon county: John Batdorf, Esq. Adam 
Basslar, Leonard Ramler, Jacob Shitz, Jacob 
Hauk, Michael Moor, Geo. Becker, Peter Zel- 
ler, Jr. 

Resolved, Tlat the proceedings of this meet- 
ing be signed by the officers of the day, and 
published in all the papers friendly to the cause 
of the people. 

JOSEPH MAIN, President. 
Henry BENNETSCH, ? Vico Peact 
Joun GERHAND, , a 
John Sohl, Jr. . , 
Doniel Wenrich. Ceesetaries. 

[Attached to the foregoing proceedings were 
the signatures of upwards of 150 very respec- 
table persons of this county. | 





FIRST UNIVERSALIST PREACHER. 

We copy the following from the New-York 
Gospel Herald. The facts stated in it were 
new to us. 

The first Universalist preacher in America 
was Dr, Georce De BENNEVILLE. He was 
born in London, July 26th, 1703. His father 
was a distinguished French gentleman, who 


himself and family. His mother was of the 
celebrated Granville family. After the death 
of his father and mother, Queen Anne provided 
him with a nurse, and took the most tender 
care of him during his earlier years. 

When about seventeen years of age he went 
| to France to preach the glorious gospel of God. 
our Saviour. Here he suffered a most ertel 
persecution from a proud and arrogant priest- 
hood, and was at last condemned to die. He 
was conducted to the scaffold, and while the 
executioner was employed in binding his 
hands, a reprieve arrived from the King. He 
was conducted to prison, and was at last liber- 
ated through the intercession of the Queen. 

After his release from confinement he retir- 
ed into Germany, where he formed a very ex- 
tensive acquaintance among the nobility of 
that country, Here his labours of love were a- 
bundantly blessed. Among the converts to the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation he mentions the 
Baron of Peuchink, the lords of Fleishbein, the 
Count of Marsey, &c. &c. His time was 
wholly occupied in preaching in the German, 
French, and Dutch languages in the various 
kingdoms of Germany, Holland, &c. After 
labouring incessantly in these countries for 
nearly twenty years, he came to America and 
settled in the state of Pennsylvania. His la- 
bours in various parts of this state were emin- 
ently successful. It was through him that Mr. 
| Winchester was converted to a knowledge of 

the truth. He died universally iamented in 

the year 1793, aged 90 yeors. His descend- 
| ants are among the most wealthy and respecta- 
| ble inhabitants in the state of Pennsylvania. 








“* We cannot avoid the belief that the heath- 
en are exposed to eternal misery.” 

This is from a sermon of Rev. Francis Way- 
land, the Baptist President of Brown College, 
in Providence. The mere statement of sucha 
doctrine, true as it may be on the calvinistick 
scheme, is enough to make sensible and benev- 
olent men reject it. The pogy, ignorant heath- 
en, then, are te be made eternally miserable 
for not believing in Him of whom they never 
| heard! for not embracing a religion they know 
| nothing about ! Abominable.— Christian Intel. 





Morto.—The cellar or lower story of a 
Presbyterian Church in New-York city, is im- 
proved by a retailer as a dram shop, having a 
sign at the exteriour entrance, labelled in large 
capitals, “ » DEALER IN PorRTER, 
Spirits, Cigars, &c.” The Editor of the 
Evening Post thinks that the following Motto. 
should be printed in as large letters over the 
church door, a few feet above the grocer’s 
sign :-— 

There ’s a Spirit above and a spirit below, 
A Spirit of bliss and a spirit of woe; 











being persecuted on account of his religion, up- 
on the invitation of King William retired to 


The Spirit above is the Spirit Divine, 
And the spirit below is the spirit of wine. 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 











_ Poetics Departement. 








THE STRANGER AND HIS FRIEND. 
EY JAMES MONTGOMERY. 

A poor, wayfaring man of grief 

Huth often crossed me on my way, 
Who sued so humbly for relief 

That I could never answer Nay ; 

I had not power to ask his name, 
Whither he went or whence he came, 
Yet there was something in his eye 
That won my love—I know net why. 
Once when my scanty meal was spread, 
} He entered; not a word he spake ; 
.Just perishing for want of bread ; 

I gave him all ; he blessed it, brake, 
And ate, but gave me part again ; 

Mine was an angel’s portion then, 

And while I fed with eager haste, 

The crust was manna to my taste. 

I spied him where a fooutain burst 
Clear from the roek ; his sirength was gone ; 
"Phe heediess water mocked his thirst, 

He heard it, saw it hurrying on, 

1 ren and raised the sufferer,up. 

Thrice from the stream he drained my cup, 
Dipt, and returned it, running o’er, 

] drank, atid never thirsted more. 

°T was night, thesfloods were out, it blew 
A winter hurricane aloof; 

[heard his voice abroad, and flew 

‘To bid him welcome to my roof; 

1 warmed, I clothed, I cheered my guest, 
Llaid him on my couch to rest, 

Then made the earth my bed, and seemed 
In Eden’s garden when | dreamed. 

Stript, wounded, beaten nigh to death, 

1 found him by the highway side ; 

I roused his pulse, brought back his breath, 
Revived his spirit, and supplied 

Wine, oil, refreshment ; he was healed ; 
—] had, myself a wound concealed, 

But from that hour forgot the smart, 

And peace bound up my: broken heart. 

In prison I saw bim next—condenined 

To meet a traitor’s doom at morn; 

The tide of lying tongues I stemmed, 
And honored him ‘midst shame and scorn. 
My frierdship’s utmost zeal to try, 

He asked—if I for him would die ; 

The fiesh was weak, my blood run chill, 
But the free spirit cried, “ i will.” 


Then in a moment, to my view, 

The stranger darted from disguise ; 

The tokens in his hands | knew ; 

My Saviour stood before my eyes, 

He spake, and my poor name he named— 
** Of me thou hast not been ashamed ; 

* These deeds shall thy memorial be ; 

“ Fear not thou didst them unto me.” 





TUE SISTERS. 
‘They waked me from my sleep, I know not why, 
And bade me haste where z pale, midnight lamp 
Gleam’d trom an innerchamber, There sue lay 
With ghastly brow, and wan dissevered lip, 
Who erst with sunny tresses and bright smiles 
Would breathe her superflux of heaith and bliss 
Inte the hearts of others. Lowly bent 
Her hoary headed sire, fixing his gaze 
Immovably upon his idol’s brow, 
As one astonished at his God’s rebuke— 
She too. whose fond, maternal breast sustained 








That fair young creature in the morn of life, 
Knelt at the couch’s foot, with covered face, 
While through her clasping fingers the big tears 
Rolled forth profuse. The suffering one had give 
The long farewel]—and for the last, last time 
Pressed hier cold lips to his who led so late 

Her footsteps to the altar, and received 

In the deep gladness of an ardent heart 

Her holy vow of love. 









So there she lay 
Tn calm endurance, like the smitten !amb 
O’er whom the bitterness of death had past. 
But a strange cry bust on the silent scene 
And ia its nurse’s arms a new born babe 
Was brought, with pining and distressfal look 
Of utter helplessness. Ob God !—the change 
That racked those marble features! Up she sprang 
Clasping her bands with such convulsive force 
That every fibre strained—while in low sobs 
She pour’d the mother’s deep prevailing prayer 
Which conquers heaven—and as its cadence fell 
Her spirit entered there. 

Morn after morn 

Rose and retired—anii still as in a dream 
I seemed to move. The certainty of loss 
Fell not at once upon me. Then] wept 
As weep the sisterless—For thou wert gone, 
My only, my beloved, sainted one— 
Twin of my spirit—and my nwubered days 
Must wear the mantle of that midnight hour 
Which shut thee from me. 






























The Free Enquirer is somewhat itregular i are 
rival, though we are assured by the editors its 
larly mailed. We have received only the first and 
second of Miss Wright’s Lectures on Knowledge. We! 
thought there were more. If there be, we will bey 
much obliged to the editors if they will furnish the ree 
mainder. We have received most of the.octher’ num- 
bers. 


THE FOLLOWING BooKs ARE FOR SALE AT 
THIS OFFICE. 
Kueeland’s Greek and Eng, Testament, 

















Do. Lectures, 
Balfour’s Ist and 2d Inguiry, 

Do. Essays, 

Do. Reply to Sabine, 

Do. do. to Allen, 


Ballou on Atonement, 
Do. notes on Parables, 
Light of Truth, 
Canfield’s Review, 
Ancient History of Universalism, by H. Bal- 
lor: 2d, 
History of Universalism, by T, Brown. 
Together with a variety of pamphlets pub- 
lished by distinguished Universalists. The 
above books are chiefly so well known that any 
recommendation from us would be superfluous. 
Ancient History of Universalism is a new 
work, and one which all classes of readers 
should be anxious to possess. 


“Er 7 he Gospel Advocate and Impartiai Investigator, 
is published every other Saturday, by U.F.DousLepa%, 
(to whom ail letters and communications must be ad- 
dressed, post paid,) af $1 50 per annum, payable in 
advance, to be increased lo $2 00, if not pard within 
siz months, 

~~ @, A. BROWNSON, EDITOR. 

* DousLepay & ALLEN, PRINTERS. 
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